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hectoring, and bullying the weak. The preaching
of this violent gospel has done us already grievous
harm; it is this which has tended to depopulate
country districts, to make people averse to dis-
charging all honest subordinate tasks, to make
men and women overvalue excitement and amuse-
ment. The result of it is the lowest kind of demo-
cratic sentiment, which says, "Every one is as good
as every one else, and I am a little better/' and the
jealous spirit, which says, " If I cannot be promi-
nent, I will do my best that no one else shall be/'
Out of it develops the demon of municipal politics,
which makes a man strive for a place, in the hope
of being able to order things for which others have
to pay. It is this teaching which makes power
seem desirable for the sake of personal advan-
tages, and with no care for responsibility. This
spirit seems to me an utterly vile and detestable
spirit. It tends to disguise its rank individualism
under a pretence of desiring to improve social
conditions. I do not mean for a moment to say
that all social reformers are of this type ; the
clean-handed social reformer, who desires no per-
sonal advantage, and whose influence is a matter
of anxious care, is one of the noblest of men;
but now that schemes of social reform are fashion-
able, there are a number of blatant people who
use them for purposes of personal advancement.
What I rather desire is to encourage a very